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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Serica calcuttae Br. (Coleoptera: Melolonthinae) feeding on Desi Gulab (Rosa 
damascena) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research 
document available through pankajoudhia.com. 
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Out of the rose species, Desi Gulab (Rosa damascena) 1s preferred by the traditional healers of Chhattisgarh as 
medicine. In reference literatures, related to different systems of medicine in India, Desi Gulab holds a reputed 
position as medicinal herb. Its all parts mainly leaves and flowers are used as medicine. I have mentioned in 
previous articles that the natives and traditional healers of Chhattisgarh use many insect species feeding on Desi 
Gulab as folk medicine. During the Ethno-entomological surveys conducted in Nagri-Sihawa and Narharpur 
regions of Chhattisgarh in recent past, I have observed that the traditional healers of these regions use Serica 
calcuttae as medicine. The traditional healers of these regions are well known for their expertise in treatment of 
different types of fever. The full fed grubs of this insect are added in herbal formulations given internally in 
treatment of fever. According to the traditional healers, many formulations having promising effects in case of 
malarial fever are incomplete without the grub powder. The healers further informed that once prepared in bulk, 
the grub powder can be stored upto long time but as the infestation is common every year, they prefer to use the 
fresh powder. In commercial farming of Rose, this beetle is considered as problematic pest. I personally feel that 
there is a strong need to conduct a systematic research on this medicinal insect. According to the traditional 
healers they have gained this knowledge from their ancestors and without modification they are adding the grub 
powder in formulations. The grub powder is not used alone. 


The use of Serica calcuttae feeding on Desi Gulab as medicinal insect has not been reported in reference 
literatures. As both Desi Gulab and the beetle are common in many parts of the world, I am expecting that this 
traditional medicinal uses will be of great use for the researchers engaged in utilization of insects as medicine. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 3500 Formulations in which Serica collected 
from Desi Gulab is added as important ingredient. These Formulations are used for treatment of different 
diseases. In Amomum, Curcuma and Vanda based Formulations for Kidney diseases it is added as tertiary 
ingredient. The Traditional Healers adopt special purification methods before adding it in the Formulations. The 
Healers of Chhattisgarh use 9 types of purification methods whereas the Healers of Odisha and Jharkhand 
adopt 10 and 12 types of purification methods. Most of the Healers add it as secret ingredient. In Alpinia, 
Tropidia and Habenaria based Formulations it is added as quaternary ingredient. These Formulations are used 
in treatment of nervine disorders. In Rhychostylis and Satyrium based Formulations used for treatment of 
paralysis it is added as quinary ingredient. Trombidium is also added with Serica. In Podochilus and Pholidata 
based Formulations it is added as septenary ingredient. These Formulations are useful in treatment of Heart 
diseases. In Lagerstroemia, Diospyros melanoxylon and Terminalia alata based Formulations it is added as 
octonary ingredient. These Formulations are used for Chronic Renal Failure. These Formulations are popular 
among the Healers and the Healers of young generation are practicing this Traditional Knowledge without any 
modification. They claim that without Serica most of the Formulations are useless. In Oberonia and Nervilia 
based Formulations it is added as Nonary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of Liver 
Diseases. For complete information on Formulations and Dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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